MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN ZIMBABWE
Dubai is where the seed was planted. My SA 4x4 magazines, which were delivered monthly, were gathering dust in Cape Town  as Emelia, my wife, and I were teaching in the United Arab Emirates.  When my son Brandon announced that he, his wife and his daughter were coming to visit us in Dubai in March 2011, I immediately asked him to bring my unopened SA 4x4 magazines to me.  
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The evening they arrived in Dubai I started reading my SA 4x4 magazines. My attention was drawn to Patrick Cruywagen’s article “A school in need” in SA 4x4 of February 2011.  As an educationist the following paragraph caught my attention and I quote: “Why did we stop at Dinde Primary School?  Well, I hate just visiting an African country for a month and not somehow making some sort of contribution to the communities we drive through.  These books were my contribution.”  
The seed that Patrick planted started to grow.  I realized that Emelia and I, being teachers ourselves, could also do our bit for the students of Dinde Primary, as we were in the process of planning a 4x4 tour through  Zimbabwe with Cederberg 4x4 in July 2011.                                                             The Students of Dinde Primary
And to crown it all, Hwange National Park and Victoria Falls were on our itinerary.   I contacted Coenie Moll of Cederberg 4x4 to discuss the possibility of taking some stationary to                               Dinde Primary School.  
He immediately agreed and was very excited about the project.  
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I went over to the next phase of the plan.  I contacted some of my ex-colleagues, who were principals, to enquire as to whether they had any excess stationery that they were willing to part with.                    

Hwange National Park                      
Three principals, John Dennis of Erica Primary, Russell Andrews of Riebeeck-Wes Primary and Greg Van Schalkwyk of Cape Academy for Maths, Science and Technology (CAMST) responded positively.  I also started purchasing stationery in Dubai to bring back, as everything is so much cheaper there.  
When I arrived back in South Africa at the beginning of July 2011, I went to these principals without delay to collect the promised stationery.  I was surprised at the variety, quality and quantity that I received.  I eventually arrived back home with pens, markers, blackboard chalk, readers for primary students, mathematic sets, writing books, etc.  These gentlemen really opened their hearts to those needy students of Dinde Primary.
Getting all the stationery and our own equipment and camping gear packed into my Toyota Fortuner was quite a task, I had to take out the second row of seats and only pack the essentials.  It was done and we were on our way to the rendezvous for the Zimbabwe tour at Khama Rhino Sanctuary in Botswana.  We were only six people in three vehicles, Coenie Moll and Trix Radyn of Cederberg 4x4 in their Patrol, Anton and Reinette in their Toyota Hilux bakkie and Emelia and I in our packed Fortuner.
The first evening, at Khama Rhino Sanctuary, started so magnificently with a Black Rhino coming into our camp to drink water from the concrete basin under the tap, a mere 5 metres away from where our group was sitting around the camp fire.  We were in awe of this beautiful, but dangerous, animal coming so nonchalantly into the camp to get a drink of water. 
That evening Anton announced that he had also brought some bibles that he wanted to give to the staff of the school.  
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After a visit to Hwange National Park, on our way to Victoria Falls, we stopped at Dinde Primary School.  I noticed that although the school building was rundown, the grounds were spotlessly clean, not a single paper lying around.  After announcing ourselves we visited some classes and                                             Victoria Falls
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were quite perturbed to see some students sitting on the floor or sharing chairs while writing exams on their laps.  Clearly there was not enough furniture for all the students.  Some classes had no doors or windows or proper blackboards.
Excitement and happiness was clearly noticeable on the faces of students and teachers at the handing over of the books and stationery.  The handing-over ceremony was held at their usual assembly point in front of the school.   Each staff member also received a Bible from Anton and Reinette.  The principal, who was in the post for only a few months, could not find words to express her gratitude.  We were surprised to find out that we were the first group to visit the school after Patrick’s article in the SA 4x4 magazine.  Coenie then promised the principal that Cederberg 4x4 would come around to the [image: image5.jpg]


school every year on their annual Zimbabwe tour.  When the students sang a thank you song we were all overcome with joy.  We left the school feeling so satisfied that we had made a difference at the school.  The two-way radios were all quiet for quite a while, then Coenie broke the silence by saying that he still had a lump in his throat.  We all felt that way.                                       The Little Children & Emelia
The seed planted by Patrick can only grow bigger with a little effort from people who want to make a difference.   
Charles Davids
